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WALKER NAMED FIRE CHIEF

The City of Bedford selected Bill Walker as the next Fire Chief
after a thorough search and interview process. With more than
30 years in the fire service, Walker comes to Bedford from Santa
Monica, California where he has served as Fire Chief since 2016.
His first day with the City of Bedford will be Monday, June 14.
“On behalf of myself, the City Council, and everyone at City Hall,
I would like to welcome Chief Bill Walker to Texas,” said Bedford
Mayor Michael Boyter. “He will be bringing his vast experience
and leadership to the Fire Department as we continue to raise
our standards in all aspects of our service to the residents of
Bedford.”
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Association, and I plan to follow that path of organizational
excellence. After watching several City Council meetings, I am
very impressed with the City Council’s goals and direction. I
want to thank City Manager Jimmy Stathatos for giving me this
opportunity and am proud to be joining the Bedford team.”
During his time as Fire Chief in Santa Monica, Walker had the
opportunity to work on several large projects. He partnered
with the UCLA Medical Center to establish a Mobile Stroke Unit,
oversaw the construction of a new fire station, and coordinated
the complete seismic retrofit of an existing fire station. Walker
holds a bachelor’s degree in Communication Studies from the
University of Southern California.

Chief Walker began as a private EMT and paramedic before
being hired by the Fountain Valley Fire Dept. in Orange County,
California in 1991. There, he rose through the ranks and was
promoted to Fire Chief in 2006. After serving as Chief in
Fountain Valley for five years, he was hired as Fire Chief for the
City of Alhambra, California. During his time in Alhambra, he was
elected to the Los Angeles Area Fire Chiefs Association board
and served as president in 2016.

“It was clear from the beginning that Chief Walker had what it
takes to lead the Bedford Fire Department,” said Bedford City
Manager Jimmy Stathatos. “He is passionate about the fire
service, is an experienced leader, and wants to make a positive
difference in the Department, City of Bedford, and region.”

“I am truly excited to join the Bedford Fire Department,” said
Chief Walker. “I know Bedford has achieved a Class 1 ISO rating
and Best Practices designation from the Texas Fire Chief’s

Interim Chief Joey Lankford, who has served the Bedford Fire
Department for 41 years, will return to his role as Fire Marshal
upon Chief Walker’s arrival.

The City started the search for the next Fire Chief in March;
Walker was selected from among 34 applicants and 10 states.

INDEPENDENCE DAY FIREWORKS

The City will put on a fireworks display on Sunday, July 4 starting
at 10 p.m. This year is unique in that even though the fireworks
will be shot off from Generations Park at Boys Ranch, there will
not be any designated place to view them since the park is under
construction and will not be open for pedestrian or vehicular
traffic during the fireworks show. Instead, crews will be shooting
the fireworks 200 feet higher than usual, so residents will be
able to see them from further away.
Residents are encouraged to find safe, alternate locations to
view the fireworks and refrain from coming to the park. All traffic laws will be strictly enforced. Patrons are also asked to be respectful to the neighborhoods adjacent to the park. Additional
information on road closures can be found at www.bedfordtx.
gov/4thFEST.
Just a reminder, private fireworks are prohibited in the City of
Bedford.

REQUESTING SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS

You may have noticed some fresh new sidewalk segments
around Bedford. Crews replaced 1,600 linear feet of concrete
throughout the City in April and May. Here’s some tips, if you’d
like to request new sidewalks or sidewalk repairs near you:
How do I request a sidewalk repair?

Please fill out the new sidewalk repair request form at www.
bedfordtx.gov/sidewalkrepair. Requests are sent to the Streets
Division and Streets personnel will go out to the site to inspect
and evaluate the sidewalk’s condition. The sidewalk is given a
rating to determine its priority in the repair queue.
Site visits and rankings are necessary due to the high number
of repairs needed and limited funding available for sidewalk
repairs. As Public Works works through their sidewalk repair list,
staff groups projects with corresponding street repairs or with
other sidewalk repairs close-by to be more efficient.
The City is aware many sidewalk segments are eligible for repair.
Please keep in mind it is difficult to predict when a repair request
will be addressed due to varying project priorities and changing
infrastructure needs. Locations that are minimal tripping hazards
are lower on the priority list. However, your concern is important
to us and they will be addressed as funding is allocated.
How can I request sidewalks to be put in where there is no existing
sidewalk?

NEW WATER QUALITY REPORT

The 2020 City of Bedford Water Quality Report is now available at www.bedfordtx.gov/waterreport. This report describes
the susceptibility and types of constituents that may come into
contact with the City’s drinking water source based on human
activities and natural conditions.
In case you didn’t know, the City of Bedford is supplied with
surface water from Lake Arlington through the Trinity River Authority’s Tarrant County Water Supply Project and two groundwater wells.

THE 4-1-1 ON SOLICITORS

The Bedford Police Department reminds residents that as summer approaches, citizens may experience an increase in doorto-door solicitation. Solicitor permits are processed and issued
by the Bedford Police Department’s Public Service Officers. All
solicitors undergo a criminal background check before their permit is approved.
If you encounter a solicitor at your front door, they must have a
City of Bedford-issued solicitor bright orange traffic safety vest
and visible solicitor permit. If you suspect that the person at
your door is soliciting without a permit or is in violation of the
Do-Not Solicit List, please call the Bedford Police Department at
817-952-2127. For more information on the City of Bedford’s
Peddlers and Solicitors Ordinance and Do-Not Solicit List, visit
www.bedfordtx.gov/solicitors.

SETTING UP A LEMONADE STAND

Get your ice cold lemonade! Want to have a successful lemonade stand in Bedford? Here are a few tips to follow:
• No permit is required.
• For safety reasons, please make sure you’re out of the rightof-way (behind the sidewalk). This will also allow potential
customers to use the sidewalk.
• If you’re setting up your stand on someone else’s property,
please make sure to have their permission. They just might
buy some lemonade, too!
• Use disposable cups for your customers and practice good
hygiene to help prevent the spread of germs.
We wish all our young entrepreneurs the best of luck!

BEDFORD BUSINESS NEWS
TWISTED ROOT OFFICIALLY REOPENS

Public Works is working on a formal request process for this
situation. The proposed process will need to be reviewed and
approved by the 4B Commission. If approved, it will be promoted
through the City’s communication channels.

Twisted Root Burger Bedford (2820 Central Dr.) is now open!
Under new ownership and management, the little burger bar
is back selling their signature burgers, sides, twisted shakes
and more. Can’t make it inside the restaurant to chow down?
They offer curbside and food delivery options as well. More:
https://www.twistedrootburgerco.com.

What are the criteria used to determine which sidewalk repairs
have higher priority?

TWO BEDFORD EATERIES MAKE ‘TOP 100’

While part of the inspection is visual there are also other
measures that rank a sidewalk higher priority. Proximity to
schools, busy intersections, traffic counts, and ADA needs are
a few.

Bedford is home to two restaurants on Yelp’s “Top 100 Places
to Eat in Texas for 2021” list. Brazilian steakhouse Fazenda
Gaucha was ranked No. 33 and The Collosal Sandwich Shop
came in at No. 61.
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BEDFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY

Visit bedford.evanced.info/signup to browse and register for
classes and programs.
HEB READS! SUMMER READING CHALLENGE
Read, log, and win. Adults, teens, and kids can earn prizes all summer
by tracking their reading minutes through July 31. To learn more
and participate, visit https://hebreads.readsquared.com or install
the READsquared app on a smartphone.
THE CRAFTER PARTY
The Crafter Party is back in the building. This event is for adult
crafters of all skill levels. Space is limited. Check the Library’s online
event calendar or follow the Library on Facebook for updates on
each month’s craft. Online registration is required.
Day: Wednesday, June 23 and 30 and July 28
Time: 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. and 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Location: Meeting Room
LATE NIGHT BOOK CLUB
Here’s the perfect book club for those who prefer the twilight
hours. The club’s book choices will appeal to a broad audience and
range from non-fiction to literary fiction. This month’s book is Last
Train to Paradise by Les Standiford. Online registration is required to
receive the Zoom link prior to the meeting.
Days: Thursday, July 1
Time: 7 to 8 p.m.
Location: Virtual Zoom meeting
BOOKWORMS: A DAYTIME BOOK CLUB
Join the Bedford Bookworms’ lively literary discussions. The
Bookworms are returning to in-person meetings at the Library. This
month’s book is The Paris Library by Janet Skeslien Charles. During
the last part of the meeting, participants will discuss Recommended
Reads to share impressions of other books with the group.
Days: Thursday, July 15
Time: Noon to 1:30 p.m.
Location: Bonnie Finn Conference Room
WOMEN WHO PLAN AND CREATE
This group of creative crafters meets monthly on second Saturdays
and is open to adults of all skill levels. Join the group to share craft
ideas and work on your planner. On select months the group will
do a craft together. Visit the Library’s online event calendar or
Facebook event page to see details about the specific craft project
planned for that meeting and any supplies you need to bring.
Day: Saturday, July 10
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Meeting Room South
SPINNING YARNS
The Library’s monthly, virtual knitting and crochet group is open to
adults who enjoy sharing projects, patterns, and ideas in a casual
environment. There will be some special guests and attendees will
learn about the Little Yarn Shops in the community. All skill levels
are welcome to join. Online registration is required to receive the
Zoom link prior to the meeting.
Day: Saturday, July 24
Time: 2 to 3 p.m.
FAMILY STORYTIME
Join us for Family Storytime featuring stories, music, rhymes,
movement activities, and a take-home craft. On the morning of the

event, tickets will be given out at 9 a.m. for Session 1 and at 9:15
a.m. for Session 2. Ticket for admission required.
Days: Tuesdays in June and July
Times: Session 1 at 9:15 to 9:45 a.m., Session 2 at 10 to 10:30 a.m.
Location: Meeting Room
Ages: 0-4
BOOK TASTING
Tweens will sample multiple fiction genres, rate the books, and
receive a list of recommended titles. Perfect for readers who are
trying to figure out their palette. Registration required.
Day: Monday, June 28
Time: 6:30 to 7:15 p.m.
Ages: 9-12
S.T.E.M. EXPLORERS
Join us as we explore a different STEM concept every month.
Registration required.
Days: First Mondays in June and July
Time: 6:30 to 7:15 p.m.
Ages: 9-12

SENIOR CENTER PROGRAMS

All activities require pre-registration and are in-person. For more
information call 817-952-2326 or email recreation@bedfordtx.
gov.
HOT DOG LUNCH
Day: June 25
Time: 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Location: Old Bedford School (2400 School Lane)
Fee: FREE – Pre-registration required
BINGO
Days: Mondays, June 21, July 12 and 26
Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: Old Bedford School (2400 School Lane)
Fee: FREE – Pre-registration required
SENIOR DANCE
Days: Tuesdays, June 22, July 6 and 20
Time: 7 to 9:15 p.m.
Location: Bedford Public Library (2424 Forest Ridge Dr.)
Fee: $6 per person
SENIOR SWEET TREATS
Day: Thursday, July 29
Time: Noon to 3 p.m.
Location: Old Bedford School (2400 School Lane)
Fee: FREE – Pre-registration required

RECREATION PROGRAMS

LIFE IS BETTER BY THE POOL
The City of Bedford is excited to announce the opening of Roy Savage
Pool at Central Park (1200 Central Dr.) this summer. This recently
refurbished casual public pool will be open daily to the public from
1 to 6 p.m. beginning Saturday, June 5. General admission to the
pool is $2. The pool will offer a variety of programs, including water
aerobics and Bedford Surf Swim Team. Roy Savage Pool will also
be available for rentals. For information, visit www.bedfordtx.gov/
pool, call 817-952-2300, or email to recreation@bedfordtx.gov.
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DON’T FORGET THE LEASH

CODE TIP OF THE MONTH

Garage sale season is upon us! To have a garage sale you
will need to do the following things:
• Submit a completed garage sale permit application to
our Permits Department which can be retrieved from
the City Website.
• Turn the application in and pay for it as well as pick up
your signs.
When your garage sale is over please make sure to
remove the signs! If you have any further questions
please contact our Permits Department at 817-952-2140.

Animal Control has recently experienced an increase in calls
about dogs roaming neighborhoods, dogs fighting with other
dogs, and dogs being allowed to walk off leash. We want
your furry best friend to live their best life and help keep
them safe. That means following the City’s leash ordinance,
which states:
• Dogs must be on a leash at all times or in an enclosed lot.
• Dogs must be on a leash in all parks and recreational
areas (including walking trails), unless in a designated offleash area like the Bark Park.
If you see a loose dog, call Animal Control at 817-952-2191
or, if after-hours, the Police Department at 817-952-2127.

HAVE YOUR METER BOX UNLOCKED

Since the winter storms in February, Public Works crews
have been able to unlock approximately 500 water meter
boxes for residents. Over the next several months, staff will
be working to unlock all 15,000 meter boxes in the City. For
residents who would like to have their meter box unlocked
sooner rather than later, please fill out the form at www.
bedfordtx.gov/meterbox.

Use these coupons to save
money and #ShopBedford.
In no way are these coupons
an endorsement of any
business or service in the
City of Bedford. Businesses
interested in providing
coupons for future publications can submit a Support Bedford
Business Coupon Form online at the website below.
bedfordtx.gov/SupportBedfordBusiness
BROUGHT TO YOU BY

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS COMMISSION

What’s Poppin Texas
15% OFF Any Purchase
Expires 7/17/2021

2816 Central Drive #125
817-524-1841
https://whatpoppintexas.com

Concrete Nail Bar

Drengr Axe Throwing
1825 Airport Freeway
Bedford, TX 76021
817-786-7777

2220 Airport Fwy. #440 Bedford, TX 76022
817-952-7080
facebook.com/ConcreteNailBar/

www.drengr.com

10% off
any service

$10 OFF Axe Throwing

Expires
6/30/2021

Cannot be combined with any other offer
Book Online with Code “COB2021” at Checkout

facebook.com/
HealthHut.Bedford

15% OFF Storewide on 6-19-21

10% OFF Single Item

FREE Local PickUp

Expires 12/31/2021

Expires 8/31/2021
HEALTH HUT
723 Harwood Rd.
Bedford, TX 76021
817-581-7180

20% OFF Total
Purchase with
Code BEDFORD

Nashglo Skincare
901 Gregory Ave
Bedford, TX
76022
361-296-4287
www.nashglo.com

Postal Annex

2113 Harwood Rd. #309, Bedford, TX 76021
817-554-2480
https://www.postalannex.com/location/bedford/18020

$5 off any purchase
$15 or more
Select items or services
may be excluded. Valid
only at this PostalAnnex
location. Not valid with
other offers.

One Time Use - One Per Household
No Other Discounts Apply
Coupon Required
6/30/2021
Expires
www.bedfordtx.gov6/30/2021
| 817-952-2100 | 2000Expires
Forest
Ridge Bedford, TX 76021

The Coat of Many
Colors Resale Shop
625 Harwood Rd.
Bedford, TX 76022
817-428-2450

missioncentraltx.org/
coat-of-many-colors-resale-shop/

Present this coupon for 25%
OFF your entire purchase.
Expires 6/30/2021

